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Andy Irvine, Tim Edey, Sean Keane, The Pitmen Poets,
Mary Bergin, Mick O'Brien, Fianna Ni Chonaill and many more!

tyneirishcs@gmail.com

Tickets from Eventbrite (Tyneside Irish Festival 2022), tyneirishcs@gmail.com or the Box Office on 0191 261 0385

Free Community Events
Raised on Songs & Stories
This project has been designed for older members of
the Irish community and their friends. It has operated
successfully for seven years. We visit venues from
Northumberland to North Yorkshire providing a
tasty lunch and live Irish entertainment with a whiff
of nostalgia and plenty of audience participation.
During the festival we are delighted to be back in
Sunderland on Monday, 3rd October at St Mary’s Hall
in Bridge Street, SR1 1TQ and, on Wednesday, 19th
October at St Francis Parish Hall and Social Club,
200 Acklam Road, Middlesbrough,TS5 4PS.

Tyneside Irish Festival 2022
Back in 1987 we never thought our little festival would last this long. Over the years we have had
many shapes and sizes – a weekend, a week and, now, 25 events over 37 days. I hope it makes it
easier for our loyal patrons to get along to the excellent show we have programmed.
The quality of our top performers is beyond question. Andy Irvine is still at his best, Sean Keane
and his band go from strength to strength as witnessed by the enthusiastic response to their Irish
summer tour. In Mary Bergin, Mick O’Brien and Fianna Ni Chonnaill, we have three of the leading
traditional instrumentalists who have represented Ireland on the world stage.
Straying into November, we had to give you a chance to experience a night with a young master of
the melodeon (and anything else he picks up) – the genius called Tim Edey.
As I write the scale of the British recession is truly threatening and we have tried to keep ticket
prices as low as possible with many free gigs too. However, we will always lend a sympathetic ear to
individuals or groups you might know who could benefit from a special deal. I hope to meet many of
you in Newcastle, Middlesbrough and Sunderland and we are always glad to hear your feedback.

Tara Club Free
(7th October and 4th November)
This is an Irish lunch club run by members of the
Tyneside Irish Centre. A hot lunch is served at
1.00 pm every first Friday of the month. As well as
the food and a chance to meet your friends (and
to make new ones) there’s always live Irish music
usually provided by Longford’s own Mr Dermot
Hegarty. Again no fuss, just let us know you’re
coming.
Thursday, 6th October, 7.30 pm –
Gallowgate Room, Tyneside Irish Centre –
free, “Celebrating Our Traditions”
Every festival for the last few years we have
collaborated with Peter Sagar to bring together
some of our friends from the many diverse
communities of modern Tyneside. This is always

Tyneside Irish Brigade Memories Project,
Cleator Moor Civic Hall, Cumbria, Thursday,
20th October - 10.00am to 4.00pm
Why, you might ask, is the festival presenting
an event over 100 miles from Newcastle?
The answer is simple. That’s the distance the
volunteers from the Irish plantation on the
edge of the Lake District travelled to join the
Tyneside Irish Brigade (TIB) in 1914. The local
regiments didn’t suit them apparently! Our
recent heritage project traced the original and
surviving descendants of the 5,000 men of the TIB
and we are proud to preserve and celebrate the
connection with our Cumbrian friends.
“When the Boat Comes In” – the Irish
Navy visits the Tyne, Monday, 24th
to Wednesday 26th October
LÉ William Butler Yeats, an Irish navy patrol
vessel, will visit the Tyne during the Festival.
There will be visits and special events staged to
coincide with this including a lecture on Monday
evening on WB Yeats and a party at the Tyneside
Irish Centre on Tuesday night. Full details will
be on our website and social media nearer to
the date.
The ship is a recent acquisition for the Navy,
launched in 2016. Her home port is Galway from
where she can cover the island’s Western and
Southern approaches.

Free places at www.tynesideirish.com or tyneirishcs@gmail.com | 0191 261 0385

Tony Corcoran,
TIC and Festival Director
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Both start at 12:00 noon and close at 2.30pm. It
helps with catering if you book a place by phoning
0191 261 0835 or email us on tyneirishcs@gmail.
com. You will be very welcome.

a good night featuring our Chinese neighbours,
South Asian traditional dance, members of the
Roma community, and, of course, our growing
Irish population.

www.tynesideirish.com

www.tynesideirish.com
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Andy Irvine

Saturday 8 Oct - Tyneside Irish Centre, 8:00pm. £16.00
Born in wartime London to an Irish mother and
Scottish father, this singer, songwriter and multiinstrumentalist began performing as a young boy
and has been doing so ever since. From an early
start as a child actor on stage and television, in
his teens Andy became friends with the renowned
Irish poet Louis MacNeice. It was shortly after
this period that he moved to Dublin, where he
continued to act but also began to develop his
future career as a musician.

Francy Devine
Benny Graham

Tommy Armstrong

Gallowgate Singing Circle
Thursday 29th September - 7:30pm 10:00pm (trad session after) £7.00
Not surprisingly, Francy Devine, as a trade
union organiser, is inspired by the legacy of
Larkin and Connolly, and the songs of working
people all over the world. Over many years, he’s
made the Howth Singing Circle a major venue
for folk musicians, including legends like the
late Barney McKenna of the Dubliners. We’re
delighted to have him here to launch this new
initiative at Gallowgate. Francy’s latest recording,
‘An Ownerless Corner of Earth’ was released in
February 2020.
Thursday 27th October - 7:30pm - 10:00pm
(trad session after) £7.00
Jimmy Crowley can rightly claim to be the Voice
of Cork City. He has recorded classic songs like
the ‘Boys of Firhill’, and written the exhaustive
anthology “Songs of Cork” (2018). He is joined by
Eve Telford in what is sure to be an entertaining
night with many a chorus to echo round the room.

Thursday 24th November - 7:30pm 10:00pm (trad session after) £7.00
Benny Graham, from Stanley, County Durham,
received the Gold Badge from EFSDS in 2020 for
his services to folk song and education in the
North East. His vast store of songs includes many
he has collected and revived from local singers,
especially those of the ‘Pitman Poet’ Tommy
Armstrong “and a few he learned in his granny’s
Irish kitchen in Tow Law. As this is our first postcovid opportunity to celebrate the Gold award,
there will also be “a bit of a do” as well.

Jimmy Crowley

`Eve Telford

Tickets are available at Eventbrite, by phone 0191 261 0385
or from tyneirishcs@gmail.com
4

www.tynesideirish.com

Already a classically-trained guitarist, Andy
quickly added the mandolin and harmonica to
his repertoire, inspired by his admiration for the
radical American troubadour Woody Guthrie. He
also began frequenting O’Donoghue’s Pub, where
he met and played with Ronnie Drew, Luke Kelly
and Barney McKenna, founder members of The
Dubliners.

work with his first ‘real’ band, Sweeney’s Men. This
reflected his appreciation of south eastern European
musical styles, particularly Bulgarian. His later
collaborations and recordings include those of
Planxty, Mozaik and Usher’s Island.
A lifelong campaigner for social justice and
promoter of local cultures, Andy has been called
“a tradition in himself”; and we at The Tyneside
Irish Cultural Society are thrilled to offer him a
warm North East welcome once again.

A lover of all kinds of folk music, Andy draws
inspiration from many traditions as well as the
Irish. As early as 1966, he had successfully re-tuned
the Greek bouzouki and incorporated it into his

Sally Glennon
16th October Tyneside Irish Centre, 7.30pm Tickets £5.00
A lover of Country and Irish music, Sally began
performing in the 90s, playing live shows with her
own band across the UK. Sally has since recorded
three albums and has received radio airplay on
various Country and Irish radio shows in the UK
and all over the world. In November 2003, Sally
Co-wrote and recorded an EP of four original songs,
which was released as a promotional CD to radio
stations. A song from that EP, Hearts Beat as One
became hugely popular with country music stations
throughout Europe, Australia, and New Zealand and

entered the European Country Music Association
radio airplay charts.

Tickets at www.tynesideirish.com or tyneirishcs@gmail.com | 0191 261 0385
www.tynesideirish.com
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The Real Tradition
14th October Tyneside Irish Centre 7.30 pm Tickets £12/£10
Three of Ireland’s finest
The Festival is delighted to have three of the very
best traditional musicians over on the weekend
of 14 – 15 October.
Mick O’Brien, Mary Bergin and Fianna Ni Chonaill
will give two contrasting concerts in Newcastle
and Sunderland.
Fiana Ní Chonaill
Raised in a family of musicians in County
Limerick, Fiana has fulfilled the dreams of her
aunts - both notable harpers - by winning all the
top awards in traditional music, including an AllIreland Championship. Her debut CD “Dathanna
an Cheoil” resulted in invitations to play for
the President of Ireland, and a number of other
international engagements.
Mary Bergin
“Just about the best tin whistle player this
century” was how the Irish Times’ music critic
described Mary recently. That’s about all you
need to know. If you have never heard magic
produced from such a humble instrument as the
‘penny whistle’, prepare to be amazed.

Mary’s two seminal albums “Feadóga Stáin” 1
& 2, of 1979 and 1993, were both acclaimed as
“outstanding and unequalled”.
With her all-woman band Dordán, she has
recorded a wide variety of demanding
material, including pieces by Purcell, Bach and
Handel, as well as thousands of reels, jigs and
hornpipes.
Mick O’Brien
Mick is recognised as one of Ireland’s elite
musicians, and a master of its national
instrument, the uilleann pipes. His recent
recordings with fiddler Caoimhín Ó
Raghallaigh have enhanced this reputation.
Mick has also performed and recorded
several modern compositions, and, indeed, is
of the few pipers with the technical mastery
needed to play ‘The Brendan Voyage’. Written
by Shaun Davey as a concerto for pipes and
orchestra, it was originally performed by
Mick’s friend, the late Liam óg O’Flynn.
Only a master musician could step into his
shoes.

Tickets at www.tynesideirish.com or tyneirishcs@gmail.com | 0191 261 0385
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Turlough O’Carolan

Seventeen Nineteen, Holy Trinity Church, Sunderland Presents

O’Carolan by Candlelight
Celebrating Ireland’s National Harp Day 7:30pm Saturday 15th October 2022
Turlough O’Carolan 1670 - 1738
O’Carolan was a blind harper who travelled
around Ireland’s grand Ascendency houses, often
dedicating a Planxty (thank you piece) to his hosts.
Although he is now regarded as Ireland’s national
composer, his work fell into obscurity until
restored by Seán Ó Riada and the Chieftains in the
1960s. O’Carolan’s legacy has been a key factor in
the huge revival of the harp in Irish culture today.
Our talented trio will be in a suitable 18th
century setting to celebrate ireland’s national
composer and National Harp Day. Sunderland
will also be on the map of international venues
celebrating the Day across the world. Obviously,
Fianna will take centre stage tonight, but Mary

and Mick also have polished versions of the old
writer’s music and plenty of lively reels and jigs
as well Fiana has a special relationship with
the North East and The Clarsach Society, dating
from the time she spent completing her MA in
Musicology here. We are delighted to welcome
her to Sunderland as Ambassador for Irish
National Harp Day.
Our venue is Holy Trinity Church in Old
Sunderland. It has been carefully restored as a
heritage centre and provides the perfect venue
for this show. You can drive and park nearby in
Church Street East down by the Port on the South
Bank of the Wear. No more than a ten minute
walk from the station or a short taxi ride.

£20.00/£15.00 17nineteen@thecct.org.uk
www.tynesideirish.com or tics | 0191 261 0385 /Eventbrite
www.tynesideirish.com
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Pitmen Poets

Fri 21 Oct, 7:30pm, Tyneside Irish Centre, £22.50
These four North Eastern singers, musicians and
raconteurs are taking their show on the road
for the last time, after delighting live audiences
and record buyers for thirteen years. Never
pitmen themselves, the lads - Billy Mitchell, Bob
Fox, Jez Lowe and Benny Graham - grew up in
Northumbrian and County Durham mining homes,
complete with tin baths, back yard netties (toilets)
and unpredictable weekly incomes. As “baby
boomers”, they were the first generation not
expected to follow their fathers underground.

Something of a supergroup, the Poets are renowned
performers and recording artists in their own right.
Billy Mitchell is a singer-songwriter who was a
member of Lindisfarne until 2004. As well as singing,
he plays the guitar, mandolin and harmonica.
Bob Fox is a singer-guitarist, as is Jez Lowe, who’s
also a dab hand at the harmonica and cittern.
Benny Graham, meanwhile, plays the accordion in
accompaniment to his own authentic voice. All four
combine to produce vocal harmonies that can be
rousing, heartbreaking and much else in between.

What the Poets did grow up with, however, was the
love, wit, humour and sense of loyalty that these
communities generated. Along with fantastic songs,
jokes and a way with words that are the lifeblood of
the North East of England.

Having tried more than once to retire, the Pitmen
Poets have been persuaded to do one last tour.
Here at the Tyneside Irish Centre and Cultural
Society, we’re delighted they’ve agreed to include
us as part of it.

Seán Keane

The Distinctive Voice of Ireland
From a famous family of singers and musicians in
County Galway, Seán has made his own unique
contribution to the Tradition. Equally at home
at a Fleadh Cheoil or on stage with popular
and Irish Country singers, he has broadened his
appeal, with a string of impressive hits in the last
decade, including; Home Away from Home, Isle
of Hope, and Galway to Graceland. He has also
appeared at Dublin’s National Concert Hall with
the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra.
As well as singing, Seán is also one of Ireland’s
leading flute and whistle players. This adds
another unique dimension to his band, as
evidenced in the videos produced for the Irish

Tickets at www.tynesideirish.com or tyneirishcs@gmail.com | 0191 261 0385
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Scattering, or his brother Matt’s hit number
“Ireland for the Summer”, which many will have
seen on the late, lamented Spotlight TV channel.
We are delighted to welcome Seán and his band
back to the North East, after a break of nearly 10
years.
Sat 22 Oct Seán Keane Band
Middlesbrough Bowling Club Cornfield Rd,
Middlesbrough TS5 5QL. 7.30pm. £14.00/£12.00
Sun 23 Oct - Seán Keane Band
Tyneside Irish Centre. TIC 7.30pm. £16.00 / £14.00

Tickets at www.tynesideirish.com or tyneirishcs@gmail.com | 0191 261 0385
www.tynesideirish.com
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CEILIÚRADH

A final farewell and celebration. Irish Centre 4.30pm
to 7.00pm and 8.00pm – 10.30pm. Pay what you like

Half Term Irish Culture
Club for Young People

Tue 25th – Thu 27th October, 10:00am – 3:00 pm,
£5.00 registration
We are running an out of school Irish Culture
Club from Tuesday, 25th October – Thursday,
27th October, 10 am – 15.00 pm. Aimed at 11
– 16 year olds, this is a chance to explore Irish
story telling, dance, language, drama, arts and
crafts.
Our old friend Pat the Hat Speight will be

coming over from Cork as will Deirdre Kerins, an
experienced Sean-nós teacher who has worked
with Edwina Guckian’s renowned Irish Culture
Retreat as well as running sessions for young
people all over Ireland.
There will be a specially arranged tour of the WB
Yeats naval ship moored in the Tyne included.

“One night in Cork”
Fri 28th October, 8:00pm, tickets FREE.
Come and join in our Cork themed party in the
Tyneside Irish Centre bar. Special guests from the
‘Beautiful City’ will include Pat the Hat with the
stories, sean nós dancer Deirdre Kerins, Jimmy
Crowley with the songs, the Cork City NUFC fans.
Hopefully, we will even have Cork products on
the bar - Paddy Whisky, CDC gin and Murphy’s

stout. Singers and
musicians, all welcome.
Celebrating Ryannair’s
new flights from
Newcastle to Cork a
chance to win a free
trip.

There will also be a presentation of Festival awards
for some who have given outstanding service to the
community in the North East.

Sunday 30th October, festival finale céilí,
4.30 - 7.30, 8.00 - 10.30 followed by an Irish disco
A specially assembled band will play for our final
fling with guest singers and dancers.

Family focus in part one with Ceili, dance display,
storytelling and magic. Buffet in the interval. Part
two classic Irish anthems, cabaret from the McNally
Brothers and Disco to finish.

A Night with Tim Edey,
‘Musical Genius’
Friday 4th November 7.30pm, £12:00
Not only a maestro of the melodeon, Tim is also one
of the leading guitarists in world music Please buy a
ticket and prepare to be amazed, excited and even
moved to tears.
Born in 1982 in Kent (to an Irish family) he now lives
in Scotland but truly inhabits the world. These are
just a few of the reviews for his work:
“Tim plays a host of different instruments to a
standard mere mortals can only dream of”
Jim Byrne,
Living Tradition
“Understanding and love
shines through the music
of this virtuoso musician”
Sharon Shannon
“Stunning”
Aled Jones

“ONE NIGHT IN CORK” - FREE EVENT
10

A specially selected cast will see us out in traditional
Irish celebratory style. Dancers, musicians and comic
talent will bring the Festival to a resounding finale.

www.tynesideirish.com

CLASSES NOW ENROLLING
IN IRISH LANGUAGE (3 LEVELS),
TRAD MUSIC,
IRISH HISTORY. GENEOLOGY.
CONCERTS, LECTURES,
PODCASTS AND WEBINARS.
RAISED ON SONGS AND STORIES PROGRAMME,
NEW LIBRARY ACCESS AND ACTIVITIES
INCLUDING BOOK CLUB STARTING SOON.
NEW VOLUNTEERS VERY WELCOME.

www.tynesideirish.com

Tickets at www.tynesideirish.com or tyneirishcs@gmail.com | 0191 261 0385
www.tynesideirish.com
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Mon 3 Oct Raised on Songs and Stories
St Mary’s Hall, Bridge Street,
Sunderland SR1 1TQ. 12:00 2:30pm. Free
Thu 6 Oct - Celebrating
Diverse Newcastle
With Peter Sagar and friends
TIC 7:00pm. Free
Fri 7 OctTara Lunch Club + Music
With Dermot Hegarty. TIC 12:30
- 2:30pm. Free
Sat 8 Oct - Andy Irvine
Legendary Irish musician of Bothy
Band & Planxty fame, among
many others. TIC 8:00pm. £16.00
Fri 14 Oct The Real Tradition Concert
Featuring Mary Bergin (Tin
Whistle), Mick O’ Brien (Uillean
Piper) and Fiana Ní Chonaill
(Harper), virtuoso players of
Ireland’s oldest instruments.
TIC 7:30pm £12.00 / £10.00’
Sat 15 Oct O’Carolan by Candlelight
Celebrating Ireland’s National
Harp Day with Fianna Ni Chonaill,
Mary Bergin, Mick O’Brien,
17Nineteen Holy Trinity Church,
Church Street, Sunderland, SR1
2BB £20.00/£15.00

Sun 16 Oct Country and Irish music
night
With singer and recording artist
Sally Glennon. TIC Concert
Room 7:30pm. £5.00
Wed 19 Oct Raised on Songs and Stories
St Francis Hall, 200 Acklam
Road, Middlesbrough, TS5 4PS.
12:00pm - 2:30 pm. Free
Thu 20 Oct - Tyneside
Irish Brigade Memories
exhibition
Cleator Moor Civic Hall,
Jacktrees Rd, Cleator Moor
CA25 5AU. 10:00am - 4.00pm
Free
Fri 21 Oct - Pitmen Poets
Billy Mitchell (ex Lindisfarne)
Bob Fox, Benny Graham and Jez
Lowe. TIC 7:30pm. £22.50
Sat 22 Oct Seán Keane Band
One of Ireland’s greatest direct
from Galway. Middlesbrough
Bowling Club Cornfield Rd,
Middlesbrough TS5 5QL.
7.30pm. £14.00/£12.00
Sun 23 Oct - Seán Keane
Band
Returns to the Tyneside
Irish Centre. TIC 7.30pm.
£16.00/£14.00
Mon 24 Oct - WB Yeats
early poetry and prose
Lecture by Dr Claire Nally.
TIC 7.30 pm free
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Thu 29 Sept Gallowgate Singing Circle
with Francy Devine. TIC 7:30
- 10:00pm Trad Session after.
£7.00

• UNBRO

Tickets from Tyneside Irish Centre
43 - 49 Gallowgate,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4SG,
Eventbrite (search for Tyneside Irish
Festival 2022), tyneirishcs@gmail.com
or call 0191 261 0385

T R A DI

Tue 25/26 Oct When the boat comes in
Visit of the Irish Navy’s ship LE W
B Yeats to the Tyne. See website
for details of special events.
Tue 25/27 Oct Half Term Irish Culture Club
for Young People
Music, sean-nós and ceili
dancing, storytelling, art,
history, poetry and a visit to
the LÉ William Butler Yeats.
Ages 11-16. TIC/River Tyne 10:00am - 3:00pm each day. £5
registration
Thu 27 Oct - Gallowgate
Singing Circle
With Jimmy Crowley.
Cork singing maestro takes the
lead in the Club. TIC 7:30pm.
£7.00
Fri 28 Oct - One Night in
Cork
With Pat “The Hat” Speight,
fellow Corkonian Jimmy
Crowley and Sean Nós dancer
Deirdre Kerins in the Irish
Centre Bar. TIC 8:00 - 10:.00pm.
Free
Sun 30 Oct -Ceili and
Ceiliúradh
TIC 4:30pm - 7:00pm for
younger people, then 8:00pm 10.30pm. Pay as you please.
ON THE FRINGE…
Fri 4 Nov - Tim Edey
Singer and multiinstrumentalist in the Club.
TIC 7:30pm. £12.00

PROMOTED BY THE TYNESIDE IRISH CULTURAL SOCIETY LIMITED 0191 261 0385

